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“Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go, I will go, and where you stay, I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.” (Ruth 1:16)

“This poor widow has put in more than all the others…she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” (Luke 21:3-4).

The story of a generous woman who gave everything she had as an offering to God, despite not knowing when she would find her next meal, is indeed a story of generosity amid hardship (Luke 21:4). Similarly, the story of Ruth demonstrated remarkable generosity in the face of hardship by leaving her family and homeland to support Naomi in a foreign land. Today, we continue to explore God's abundant generosity, which invites us to participate in a greater story through our own generosity. This generosity is not just financial; it includes giving our time, sharing our talents, and offering friendship to others.

The Book of Ruth is a powerful story that focuses on Ruth's tragic domestic experiences, showcasing how two vulnerable women display kindness and generosity despite facing significant hardships. Naomi's journey parallels that of Job, as she endures multiple devastating losses and heartbreaks. Her family experiences famine and seeks refuge in a foreign land, historically viewed as Israel's primary adversary due to their unwelcoming attitudes during Israel's journey from Egypt to the Promised Land (Deuteronomy 23:6) and throughout the period of the Judges (Judges 3:12-30). After leaving her home, Naomi suffers the loss of her husband and sons, leaving her completely alone. 

Unlike Job's story, Naomi's narrative emphasizes the generosity of her companions, who provide both practical support and emotional encouragement. Ultimately, the story highlights God's generosity, as He graciously cares for both Naomi and Ruth during their times of sorrow and extends His care to us through the lineage of David. 

In the book of Ruth, we see God's unexpected generosity as Naomi and her family find food in the inhospitable land of Moab, even during a famine in Israel. Despite the Israelites' usual avoidance of the Moabites, they form meaningful friendships there. This generosity helps them overcome biases and forge connections they never anticipated. Ultimately, Naomi finds a lifelong companion in Ruth, who brings her security and well-being amidst hardship. This inspiring story of giving and receiving in tough times beautifully reflects the heart of God.

The story of Ruth presents three levels of generosity that speak to faithful action undertaken even in difficult times: (1) the generosity of an individual (Ruth), (2) the generosity of a community  (Israel’s practice of gleaning), and (3) the cosmic generosity of God.

The story of Ruth prompts us to consider the problem of evil: why do bad things happen to ordinary people who are trying to survive? While the biblical passage doesn't provide easy answers, it highlights the importance of faithful presence in someone who will accompany us through our pain. Ruth's commitment to Naomi during her struggles makes a significant difference.
The rewards for acts of kindness and generosity may not always be tangible or physical, such as winning the lottery after giving away one’s wealth. However, they can be found in the joy that comes from helping those in need and the spiritual treasures we accumulate in heaven. Such acts of faithfulness can often be inconvenient and disruptive to a person’s life. For instance, Ruth leaves behind her homeland to go to Israel, where cultural and religious practices are very different from her own. Despite these challenges, God rewards her generosity in ways she could have never imagined.

Israelite cultural and religious beliefs fostered communal practices of generosity. Remembering God's provision of manna in the desert and their experiences as strangers, they adopted a caring approach toward the poor, refugees, widows, and orphans. Ruth experienced this generosity through the tradition of gleaning and Boaz's role as a kinsman-redeemer. How does Israel’s generosity, even in unstable times, serve as an example for us today?

What would our society look like if we embraced a culture of generosity for widows, orphans, the poor, and the hungry? How can we advocate for their needs and provide essential support and security? Jesus reminds us, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40). The story of Ruth illustrates God's love and generosity, even toward those we might not expect.

The story of Ruth’s generosity towards Naomi parallels that of Jesus and the widow who offered two small coins—her entire livelihood (Luke 21:4). As a widow herself, Ruth took a significant risk of leaving her comfort zone to embark on a journey to a foreign land where she might not be welcomed! The experiences of Ruth and Naomi also reflect the struggles faced by families of migrant workers who seek a better life, often driven from their homes due to economic hardship, political unrest, or climate-related issues. Ruth's actions reflect the faithfulness of figures like Abraham and the disciples, who left their homes and livelihoods to follow God. This kind of generosity, despite hardships, is what God expects from us. 

Through giving, we not only learn something about the nature of God’s economy but also about ourselves and others. Offering gifts puts us in closer contact with others, allowing us to experience their pain as well as their joy. As we love our neighbor as ourselves, we discover more deeply the way that God has loved us. It is through giving that we grow in relationships with others and with God as we become more like Christ, who gave us the ultimate gift.

As we prepare for our commitment next week, let’s reflect on God's generosity. I understand that some of us have fixed incomes and many other financial obligations. However, we can look at the generosity of the widow who gave all she had and Ruth, who stepped out of her comfort zone to support her mother-in-law. Both were richly rewarded for their faithfulness. Jesus noted that the widow’s contribution was greater than those who gave from surplus, and Ruth was honored for her faithfulness. Remember, even if you feel you don’t have much to give, what God truly desires is a generous heart. God loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7).
