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“Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God. Acts 10:4

We have finally reached the day we've been eagerly waiting for, just as Cornelius eagerly anticipated Peter’s arrival. Today is a perfect opportunity for us to show our gratitude to God through our promises of gifts, time, resources, and service. It is a day when God reminds us that nothing is impossible for Him if we have hearts filled with generosity. It is a day to demonstrate our generosity to God through our commitments!

Peter dreamed of a tempting variety of foods he couldn’t eat. When he woke up, he heard a call to visit a man he "should" have looked down on. However, inspired by the dream, he accepted Cornelius's invitation to preach and embraced him as a spiritual brother. How might God use our dreams to guide us toward extraordinary generosity??

The story begins with Peter sleeping at Simon the Tanner's house – a very messy place! Peter's lodging with the tanner embodied the commitment of the earliest Christians to be with those who were poor and socially outcasts. Peter took a break to pray on the roof.  While praying, Peter saw a vision of a sheet filled with forbidden foods, which God told him to "get up and eat." Peter protested, but God spoke, "What God has made clean, you must not call profane." 

The dream represents much more than just food; it serves as a symbol for people, much like "fish" symbolized Peter's call to discipleship. We can interpret God as guiding Peter from a mindset of scarcity to one of abundance. Scarcity limited Peter's perspective, while fear and suspicion caused him to restrict his view of who could belong. In contrast, God offered Peter a vision of abundance, highlighting that "All these are good too." When we focus on our limited resources, much like Peter’s narrow view of acceptable food, God reassures us of His unlimited generosity from any source.

God's push became real for Peter when he heard a knock at the door. Cornelius's men pounded on Simon Tanner's door with an invitation for Peter to come and preach the Gospel. Peter’s testimony changed lives, just as our generosity will change lives!

As we prayerfully consider how to serve God more effectively in 2026, let us reflect on God’s generosity in including us in His salvation plan. First, we must recognize that our commitment is missional—it's about serving God beyond our local communities and extending our love to others, just as Cornelius did. 

Secondly, our commitment resembles Peter's; it is devotional and focused on experiencing God's vision while understanding our purpose in life. This aspect strengthens our relationship with God by creating a special place for Him in our hearts and setting aside specific times and locations for meditation and quiet moments in His presence.

Finally, our commitment calls us to engage with our spiritual family in the house of God. Regular attendance fosters a deeper bond with fellow believers and cultivates a vibrant sense of community. Let us dedicate ourselves to being present in the Lord’s house each week. 
In preparing ourselves to give our resources to God, let us remember God’s generosity in giving us His only Son for our redemption, and how He continues to bless us every day. Throughout history, the work of Christ flourishes when Christians give selflessly, responding to God’s love.
As we approach this time of commitment, I want you to understand that your dedication—whether financial, through service, by your presence, or by using your talents—should be viewed as an act of worship and gratitude to God. 
Regardless of what you pledge, if you do so from your heart, you are expressing the following: Let us say this together: With my commitment:
1. I trust you, God, to meet my needs. You are my Shepherd, and I shall not want. I need not fear when I have less money for myself.  
 2. I resist the pressure of our culture to acquire more. I choose to live simply for the benefit of others and for the sake of eternity.  
3. I acknowledge that everything I have—money, time, and talents—belongs to You; therefore, my heart is fixed on God.  
Please take your commitment card and prayerfully consider how much you want to invest in God's ministry next year through your gifts, talents, attendance, and service. 
Let us pray:
Generous God, we come before You today with hearts full of gratitude for all You have done for us. We thank You for the countless blessings You have given us: our lives, our loved ones, and everything we possess. Ultimately, we recognize that our true identity is shaped by who we are and what we have. Most importantly, we thank You for Jesus, Your Son and our Redeemer, who came to lead us toward eternal life.
Jesus exemplified perfect stewardship of Your gifts, demonstrating that complete trust in You is essential as we walk in love and follow Him. We understand that self-giving is a vital part of this journey. Great Sustainer, we love You, trust You, and rely on You for everything. We surrender all that we have to You. May our offerings of time, talents, and resources be given with the same spirit of sacrifice that Jesus showed through His life and death for us. Amen.
