GRACETOYOU

Grace United
Protestant Church

266 Somonauk St.

Park Forest, IL 60466
December 2025 Phone: 708-748-4567
HANGI NG OF THE GREENS Missm”s.t'?“eme.”.tofof”
Reconcmng Ministries:
Sunday, November 30th, after TBhaU98&ncodfe Q/\fd'al
|d h
Christ congregation to de(gorﬁp%iv n&ﬁltdm ar
n preparation for celebratorgbrgm,tetgwegjrhrth
l an to stay for this C |i aAd lembrhcé thB GiversityMraiin y
r k! (Besides, i1todos f children of God, regardless of
sexual orientation or gender
l unch will be waiting ridenfiyaapdgvishfo rpagh o e | v
to those underserved to
provide a safe space for
POI NSETTI AS FOR THE S ANCI kpifkddl Yrowth. We strive to
,crate nglusive f shiR, ;
Each year we decorate the san 3 lcom%f?tﬁlgl_eg%ﬁltlf
for Christmas There is an o rCmunlt thelr € ne
and white poinsettias. They g | fanifes, #Ad 6(‘) s;i ze f
100 size for $20. Orders wil/l e ts@d@ren unt ifl Dec
I f you have any questions, pl eass-d n@m@rm;,tarﬂto\‘r?e Ce
70-88-5186. foster fairness,
justice, peace,
CHRI STMAS MI SSI ONS love, and AT
understanding among all as is
) e . reflected in our nam@ Grace
There are many opport uprirtoifeast st cats er@gp&ggtamghgm%al n c
Church during December
*The Rich Townshiisp dFeodoidc aPtaendt rtyo p r| o v dsiéé b‘é%'=nht
groceries and personal care itemd t8T&aPeh &M JSSL§|[
food assistance is especially urgent now.
*The Pediatric Oncology ©disasubet ket ydEBreatcrediat i o
children when they receive cancerl treatments., A
the hall wakhl ease che&k the sugges|tegdeodnsStno®f (T OY
on padet&®s fill it to overfl owing.
*Kids Abworek Altto provide early chijl dhood educati
housing and counseling to Chicagd aP8ae®hgd £iléh.
hall way for donations. Dig out ydqdW "Pob&%s%a g
*The mi doiners  dMMe mor i al Cosmmmidnhot gt Cengethen
family ties, emphasize the wort h ||CEASEZBEGKDOYTTHE hi | dr
community need. 0 OQur sock & mit t| EHENRARCNBAGEWS | | b e
decorate with winter clothing forl| chil.d)] and
coll ected by Rebekah Circle for 0 N eg Ml direc
WCA luncheon on December 13th to|i nfe off tt
agency provides
Pl ease be generous in sharing Godqos his Ct
you are able using the blue pew dpnhv Checl
to Grace Church, indicating for whi fic
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WCA NEWS
WCA Board monthly meetings are held on the|firs
parl or . All women are invited to attend any of
REBEKAH CI RCLE
On Monday, December 8th, Circle members and gue
6: 30 PM for their annual Christmas potluck Jdi nn
new, unwrapped toys for Jones Memorial for |thei
would |Ii ke to contribute toys to bring them to
CHRI STMAS POTLUCK
Saturday, December 13th
12: 00 noon
Pl ease mark your calendars and plan to join us
and fun. Bring your favorite dish to sharaeg.
We are excited that Juana Morales from Jongs Me
speaker.

This is a terrific opportunity to bring sogks,
Tree (tai mon@hri stmas mission for Jones Memo|ri al
Bl ZARRE BAZAAR
November 30th
A funny name, but ités a way to contribute |to t
bazaar or purchase items from each other. Agai
choose from and -wibéashéElhiesongaafgeed opportjunit
you might halvhei st oi ss haalrseo. t he same Sunday as| Han
chili, so after the decorating you can havedg | un
al ways, the proceeds will go to WCA missions. T
2026 BOOK
The book for 2026 is in the process of being up
would |i ke added or corrected, please |l et Uesl
|l l angmeyer @aol . c e4n8;1 507r8 .p h oTnhee: p710a8n i s t o haje t

just after the first of the year.
AFTERHURCH COFFEE AND FELLOW \

Enjoy good fellowship and good food i g |

December, itds after Nine LesposibBeandi

narthex to help with these coffees

help to set up and cl ean up. Tmes canot

sign uphatnkoyou to those who have signed

to be a wonderful success! There wil

sigm sheet is ready to be filled in.

WATCH

FOR A FUN NEW BI

BLE TRI VI A GAME
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STAFF GIFTS
During the holiday season we sho on
to the | ife of Grace Church with gi f
Degenhart (administrative assi st cho
Gorman (custodian) all work to m sp
service. Donations can be given g,
Rocker before December 28th. Tha
CHI LDRENG6S SUNDAY SCHOOL
Our childrendéds Sunday School c SSs
we celebrate our families and {rie
S\ will remember the Christmas steory -
; activities.
**Pl ease note that we wil/l remain
season to participate with the|con
Greens on November 30th and the Ni
service on December 21st.
LAST MONTH FOR THE PLUMBERS FUND!
As you know our plumber found some cracked $ewel
Therefore, we needed to have part of the frint )
with new pipe This cost was $13, OMe0 araerc it e wh
the gQWeadve col |l ect edwWe$ lazp, pbr2ebc isaot ef aarl!l of you| and
reach 100 %. Pl ease put APl umbers Fundo on our
money for this through the end of December
WEEKLY PRAYER GROUP
The prayer group meets on Wednesday mornings a
Everyone with concerns for the church, the Jcomm
and encouraged to join this infprmal
Pl ease |l et Alice Wasney or the church |of fi
HOL I DAY -ASLI ONNSG
Join other church members and Chi agoe
celebrate the season in song. A | o¢cal
6-7pm at Cloud Gate (The Bean) in i1 e
Grace attended | ast year and had gr e
train to | ook at decor aalioomgs tahhedn ¢taa k ek
7:20 return train. This is standi g rc
to sit on or bring a chair) and i I i k
warm comfortable shoes. I f youobd at he
Mi Il ennium Park garages are close|but
Contact Chri#69860d8¢g, i 7T08nterested
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FREE TURKEYS! PANERA NI GHT!
Corporat]| ofAd syadwiarge out and ab
turkey gi|vepswaays.on, pl ease pl an t
di nner at Paner a Brem
Sunday, December8:14tx
1-406h00 ABAMOO y L
. . The event f!
14702 D|X|elmWy1 need f U
Harvey, |L to receive o= [
sent to you 17 =
once we rec:
18t0h 00 A 0|Q3aner a. aBRr‘E?D(a
Chicago Heli glstuppoy !

c

—=< UYUa oo
—0o =

— -~ —~+

> C



GRACE TO YOU Pagee

.}‘% The Legend of the Candy Cane
g According to |l egend there was a candy mak
candy that was a witness to Chris

First of all, he used a hard candy becaus

This hard candy was shaped so that it wou
turned upside down, a shepherdds staff.

the purity of Christ.
Finally a red stripe was added to repre:
sins of the world, and three thinner re
on our behalf when the Roman sol dier s
green stripe i s added as a reminder
The flavor of the cane is peppermint, wl
is in the mint family and was used in t|
and sacrifice. Jesus is the pure Lamb
the sins of the worl d.
So, every time you see a candy cane, r el
candy maker .
ADVENT BIBLE STUDY
Plan to join the virtual study of the firstl t wc
through December 30th at 7Tr®C eRM.chuEmaiPl@gtmuad bct
Zoom | i nk.

The coming of Christ told
in scripture and song

Grace United Protestant Church
266 Somonauk St, Park Forest, IL

Dec. 21 1 1 a.m- 708-748-4567, graceupc.org



FEFFFFFFFFFFFFg@@f@ffifffifi@f@f@f@f@f@@@i@f@ffff@ T T TR e R & @
t:.,. TIPS FROM A FOOD BANK WORKER zz.
i | - - &
wAs the holidays approach, pl ease keep in mind {hese
a5 o
€ &
01, Everyone donates Kraft Mac and Cheese in thi box
t:“ and butter which is hard to get from regulagr f o
2. Boxed milk is a treasure, as kids need it f@r ce
A A
E’@S. Everyone donates pasta sauce and spaghett] E'noodl
t:’ They cannot eat all the awesome canned vegg%es 8
oy buy pop tops. @«
%5 Oil is a luxur3jRomit wheéedhed hfegyr aRisme gt a | d:i of
ew:6 Spices or salt and pepper would be a real C{ﬁrist
%7 Tea bags and coffee make them feel I i ke you}}care
E:ZS. Sugar and flour are treats. z::
ew:9 They fawn over fresh produce donated by far@ers
}:elo. Seeds ar cool in Spring and Summer becausge grc
ﬁ:::11. They rarely get fresh meat. z::
w12. Tuna and crackers make a good lunch. «
ﬁ:::13. Hamburger Hel per goes nowhere without grouﬁ:éd b €
%14. They get | ots of peanut butter and jelly bE.;&t U S
«15. Butter or margarine is nice too. «
E}lB. Eggs are a real commodity. :2-
%}.17. Cake mix and frosting makes it possible to%}.make
w18. Dishwashing detergent is very expensive and@ is
€¢19. Feminine hygiene products are a |l uxury andé:?wome
}:.,.20. Everyone |l oves Stove Top Stuffing. g‘
i &
E—%In all the years | have donated food at the Ho?iday
i“never asked I am glad | did. ' f you are helpi@g a
it more. It does for me! ~Susan Cummi ngs

time of games and
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Pl esshear e your devotions, readings, and i nspirat

be inspired, too. | hope that this wild.l be a pa

emai | me with your contributions at |l angmeyer @a
~ Leslie

Thank you to Sue Doékeérshef dirppsehrarRioogn t hi s

God created humans in his image, in the i mage o
created t hem. ~Genesi s 1:27
On a recent wal k, |l spotted an oak leaf | ying a
on the golden carpet of maple | eaves. l'ts roun
ot her | eaves surrounding it. Still, together,
How often do we notice someone who is different
and other features may set t iteam eaptahret ufnriogm et hpee o
we work, |ive, or go to school . Someti mes peop
God creates each person with wunique gifts and a
another, we all bear the i mage of God. Toget he
to establish justice, make peace, and promote |
Some people may desire that everyone conform to
creates variety. The diversity of the natural
myriad expressions of Godds creativity. Let wus
cel ebrate that || abor

diversity thank you for
d to treat every person

Pray@@asd who delights 1in
variety you have made an

Thought f olr wihlel Dgpiyve t hanks for how God has mac

Frodlesus Listens for Advent and Chri st mas
My Great God,
Onl ywoignan | find I_asting Joy. There are many sol

sometimes they 8pspecbaklyiwhenJbyshare my pl ea
so many blessings on my | if &lreslpowantngt d ot arkoaurn
with a glad, thankf ul heart . As | draw near to
Presence enhances the pleasure | receive from Y
On days when Joy seems aseie&t ¥otmoméma hya,n le vreere d
of letting circumstances or feelings weigh me d
You are always with me; You hold me by my right
afterward You will maset mel d nowm Gbotrlyese gl orio
as | make my way through the debris of this bro
Your setltfe affre¥ob arhee aWasyo it i s wiThe tLo gthal lodw YYD
Presensceshiniong |lamimating t

he pat hway before me
I n Your Bright Name, Je
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HAPPY BI RTHDAY TO:

Al ma WAhiste

Ryan Kaanrkee |
Val eri e NiTthl!| son
Kenny ChaXhtalki s

Jenni fedlSthiner
Jenni fed28pdbes
Jessi cad Xatnk e |

Pag%

“eSHAPPY € HAPPY ANNI VERSARY T “SHAPPY &
ANNIVERSARY. Steve Jacobson and2val/NNIVERSARY (o) o
Dan and Mar cyd29tCh a

PLEASE KEEP I N YOUR PRAYERS:
We thank God for many answered prayer|s as
The Members of our church, near and far, | Our
Worl d Peace, that the hungry can be|l fed
Barbara Abel s Mar ge Neel
The family of CurtioseBasg¢lLed&nd. Nel son
Nan Beard Ronan Nel son
Jackie Ceres The family of Wyl |l adene |
Gabe Chachaki s Stacey Peterson
Daniel Christain Kyla Jo Purvenas
El ai ne Degenhart Szymanski Family
Ral ph Duncan Al ma Whit e
Ni ki Juarez Cummi ifpe Mi grant s, I mmi grant s,
Mona Earving Refugees among us
Mal col m Kno x The Victims of Gun V]oler
Jim Lewi s The People of | srael | and
The family of PattyemEEORye of Ukraing
Hel en Neel
Thank you from Marge Neel
|l would |ike to thank everyone who attended Br I
l uncheon, made a donation in Bruceds name, and/
who helped to make the service a success, especd
Degenhart, Chris Long, my daughter Lynn Garci a,
Gustavson, and Jason Gustavson. Thank you al so
personal experiences regarding Bruce Il only wi
|l isten to them again.
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THE LI NK FOR THE SUNDAY VI RTUAL PBERV
Each Sunday, the church service iIis aviaheé abulpl et
and the words to the songs are on your screen e
bull etin emailed to you, please | et the chufch
Pastor Amos sends the Zoom | ink each Sunday| mor
Pl ease | et the office know if you want to have
graceupchurch2@gmai |l cCom.
A gentle reminder: 1toés wonderful to be ablg to
new virtual system in place, we need to mutge ou
courtesy to others, please remember to mute|dur



